City of Lorenzo, Texas

June 8, 2009 
The Lorenzo City Council met in Regular Session on Monday June 8 , 2009 , Immediately following the Public Hearing in the Council Room of the City Offices, 703 5th Street, Lorenzo, Texas, with Mayor Lester Bownds presiding.

I.          OPENING ACTIONS:
The Council met with the following members present:

Mayor Lester Bownds, Council Members Felix Martinez, Cheryl Birdwell and Ruben Garcia.  Also present were City Administrator Jim Lively, City Secretary Monica Lopez and Police Chief Robert Bybee
Invocation was given by Cheryl Birdwell   
            

      II.          PATRON INPUT: 
None
                        

III        THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING WERE PRESENTED:
MOTION made by Cheryl Birdwell, seconded by  Felix Martinez,  to approve the Minutes of the previous Council Meetings.

With all members voting AYE, the Motion carried.
                        

IV
       FINANCIAL REPORTS
MOTION by Cheryl Birdwell , seconded by Felix Martinez that the Financial Reports be approved. 
With all members voting AYE, the Motion carried.

A. Review and selection of Proposal for TCDP Grant . 
City Administrator Jim Lively presented the evaluation of the proposals for Grant Management and also for Engineering for the 2009 TCDP Grant
Motion by Felix Martinez, seconded by Cheryl Birdwell to accept the recommendation of the City Administrator and begin contract negotiations with A & J HOWCO for Grant Management

With all members voting AYE,  the Motion Carried 

Motion by Ruben Garcia, seconded by Cheryl Birdwell to accept the recommendation of the City Administrator and begin contract negotiations with Carthel Engineering Solutions for Engineering Services for the 2009 TCDP Grant 

With all members voting AYE,  the Motion Carried 

B. Grant Resolutions  

City Administrator James Lively presented resolutions that were needed for the City to apply for funds for a Downtown Revitalization project
Motion by Ruben Garcia, seconded by Felix Martinez to approve Resolution # 080609A establishing the designated Downtown area of the City of Lorenzo as Blighted  

With all members voting AYE,  the Motion Carried 

Motion by Cheryl Birdwell, seconded by Felix Martinez to approve Resolution # 080609B establishing the City of Lorenzo Citizen Participation Plan 
With all members voting AYE,  the Motion Carried 

Motion by Ruben Garcia, seconded by Cheryl Birdwell to approve Resolution # 080609C establishing the City of Lorenzo Citizen Complaint Procedures 
With all members voting AYE,  the Motion Carried 

C. Grant Updates 
City Administrator presented information of several Grant programs that the City has or will be applying for. 

1. C.O.P.S. Grant  

   This grant application has been filed and if we won’t know anything about the awarding of this grant until late September or early October 

2. FEMA Grant


This grant has been filed and if awarded will provide funds to replace the current ambulance with a new ambulance for the EMS service. We are waiting to hear from them about the funding and award cycle which could possibly extend until January of 2010 

3. JAG Grant


This Grant is almost a sure thing but we won’t know positively until October. The money can be used for Police Equipment and Robert and I are looking at using the money to install computers in the patrol cars and update the equipment in all the patrol vehicles. 

4. ECAT the ECA Grant is completed and funds have been reimbursed to the City. The people that took the class are waiting for South Plains College to issue their certificates so that they can go and take the State tests and they will be able to work with the EMS Service. 

5. Solid Waste 

 The first part of the reimbursement has been received. There are still around $5,000.00 left in the grant that can be used and we have been approved for a new set of tires for the loader. We will be ordering them in the next few days and then turning in that cost for reimbursement. 

6. TCDP

    The Mayor received the rankings on the TCDP Grant in the mail and we placed 3rd and should be funded. We will wait and see what happens at the state level . This is for the water line replacement on the West side of Lorenzo 

7. 
DRP


We are in the beginning processes of a downtown revitalization program grant and hope to have it completed in a few days. The grant will fund the replacement of the sidewalks in the downtown area and the reconstruction of the planters around the trees. 

8. 
FSG


There has been additional money put into the grant fund pool for the Fire Station Construction Grant program. If the City is funded for the FEMA grant and we decide to keep the old ambulance as a backup we will need a place to house it and the current fire station is full. We are exploring the possibilities of adding on to the existing building or building a new station in another location and will be bringing this information at a later date. 

9
Underground tanks


There are several locations in Lorenzo that have old underground fuel tanks that need to be removed. There are a couple of grant programs available that will fund this type of action if the owner is unknown or is unable to pay for this cost on their own. We are looking into these and will be bringing information in the future

10. 
Generators 

We haven’t given up on the Back-up generators. With the legislature looking at making them a requirement for water and sewer utilities. We  will keep looking at all funding options to help with the cost of installing back-up generators



11. SECO


SPAG has notified us that there will be funding made available through the State Energy Conservation Office. We are waiting for more information and if we can find a project that will work in Lorenzo we will be bringing more information to the council at that time

No Action Taken 

D.  Executive Session
The City Council adjourned into Executive session with Police chief Robert Bybee at 7:44 pm. The City Council reconvened in open session at 8:29 pm 

A discussion of the training that will be needed for the officers when they finish the Law Enforcement Training Classes was held 

Motion by Ruben Garcia, seconded by Felix Martinez to pay Chief Robert Bybee and extra $200.00 per month retroactive to April 1, 2009 for the additional duties required in training the new officers  

With all members voting AYE, the Motion Carried 

V.        Information Items 

Police Report presented to Council by Police Chief Robert Bybee 
No one present to give EMS & Fire report 
Public Works / Administrators Report given by Administrator James Lively 

Atmos Energy Information  presented 
VI. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION by Felix Martinez, seconded by Cheryl Birdwell, to adjourn

With all members voting AYE, the Motion carried

There being no further business the meeting of June 8, 2009 was adjourned
_____________________________                          _____________________________

Mayor Lester Bownds                                                 City Administrator Jim Lively
