City of Lorenzo, Texas

September 14, 2009 
The Lorenzo City Council met in Regular Session on Monday September 14, 2009 , in the Council Room of the City Offices, 703 5th Street, Lorenzo, Texas, with Mayor Lester Bownds presiding.

I.          OPENING ACTIONS:
The Council met with the following members present:

Mayor Lester Bownds, Council Members Charles Cate, Stephen Gaines, Cheryl Birdwell,  and Felix Martinez   Also present were City Administrator Jim Lively, Police Chief Robert Bybee, and Angel Aleman
Invocation was given by Cheryl Birdwell 
            

      II.          PATRON INPUT: 
None
                        

III        THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING WERE PRESENTED:
MOTION made by Cheryl Birdwell, seconded by Stephen Gaines,  to approve the Minutes of the previous Council Meetings.

With all members voting AYE, the Motion carried.
                        

IV
       FINANCIAL REPORTS
MOTION by Charles Cate, seconded by Cheryl Birdwell,  that the Financial Reports be approved. 
With all members voting AYE, the Motion carried.

V
       DISCUSSION / ACTION ITEMS 
A. City Council Place # 4 . 
Need to fill City Council Place #4 was discussed 
Motion by Cheryl Birdwell , seconded by Stephen Gaines to appoint Jorge Rodriguez to the Lorenzo City Council Place # 4 
With all members voting AYE,  the Motion Carried 

B.   Resolution # 140909A
City Administrator James Lively presented the Resolution authorizing the following persons to sign the State of Texas Purchase Voucher and the request for advance or reimbursement. Persons authorized are Mayor Lester Bownds, Mayor Pro-Tem Cheryl Birdwell, City Administrator James Lively and City Secretary Monica Lopez
Motion by Charles Cate, seconded by Felix Martinez to approve passage of Resolution # 140909A
With all members voting AYE,  the Motion Carried 

C.  Resolution # 140909B
City Administrator James Lively presented a Resolution Authorizing the submission of a Grant Application with the South Plains Association of Governments for a regional Solid Waste program Grant. This years Grant Application will be for funds to purchase a portable concrete crusher
Motion by Charles Cate, seconded by Cheryl Birdwell,   to approve passage of Resolution # 140909B
With all members voting AYE,  the Motion Carried 

D.   Ordinance # 091409
City Administrator James Lively presented an Ordinance setting the City of Lorenzo Tax rate for 2009 – 2010 at .4885per $100 valuation 
Motion by Stephen Gaines , seconded by Charles Cate to adopt Ordinance # 091409
With all members voting AYE, the Motion Carried 

E.   Resignation of J. R. Petersen as Municipal Judge

City Administrator James Lively presented information he had received in a telephone conversation with J.R. Petersen on August 24, 2009 in which Mr. Petersen stated that he felt the need to resign as municipal Judge for Health reasons.  
Motion by Cheryl Birdwell, seconded by Stephen Gaines to accept the resignation of J. R. Petersen as Municipal Judge for the City of Lorenzo 
With all members voting AYE, the Motion Carried 

F.   Appointment of Municipal Judge.  

City Administrator James Lively  informed the City Council that according to Texas Local Government Code Chapter 22.010 the Mayor can make an appointment to fill a vacancy in a Municipal Office subject to the approval of the City Council. Under this provision Mayor Bownds had appointed Robert R. Forbes as Municipal Judge and Mr. Forbes was sworn in on September 1, 2009. Mr. Forbes had stated that he would accept the position at a salary that was less than J.R. Petersen had been receiving and asked that the remaining budgeted funds be paid to Monica Lopez as Court Clerk
Motion by Charles Cate, seconded by Stephen Gaines to appoint Robert R. Forbes as Municipal Judge at requested Salary and to increase pay to Monica Lopez to compensate her for additional work as Court Clerk

With all members voting AYE, the Motion Carried 

G.   Resolution # 140909C 


City Administrator James Lively presented a resolution authorizing the submission of a Home Program Application to the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs
Motion by Cheryl Birdwell, seconded by Charles Cate to approve Resolution # 140909C
With all members voting AYE, the Motion Carried 

H.   Donation of Property from Alvin Morrison Estate

Information was presented regarding the donation of Property from the Alvin Morrison Estate to the City of Lorenzo for use as a possible Emergency Services Facility. The property is Lots 31 thru 45 inclusive, Block 72 Original Town of Lorenzo 
Motion by Stephen Gaines, seconded by Felix Martinez to accept donation of the property from the Alvin Morrison Estate

With all members voting AYE, the Motion Carried 

I.    Review of Site Plan submitted by Allsups 


The Site plan for the new Allsups Store in Lorenzo was presented to the City council for their review. 
No Action Taken 
J.    Change of Status of Alley behind Allsups 


Information was presented concerning a request to change the status of the alley behind the current Allsups store to a Utility Easement to allow Allsups to expand their current operation and build a new store
Motion by Charles Cate , seconded by Cheryl Birdwell to change the status of the alley from an alley to a utility Easement 
With all members voting AYE, the Motion Carried 

K.  Enforcement of Substandard Housing Ordinance.  

Information was presented on the current Substandard Housing Ordinance in the City of Lorenzo and the Council was asked about enforcement of this ordinance. . 
Motion by Cheryl Birdwell  , seconded by Stephen Gaines   That the City Council of the City of Lorenzo act as the Housing Standards Commission and that the Housing standards officer bring reports of sub Standard houses to the Commission for action and remediation 
With all members voting AYE, the Motion Carried 

V.        Information Items 

Police Report presented to Council by Police Chief Robert Bybee 
No one present to present EMS & Fire report 
Public Works / Administrators Report given by Administrator James Lively 

Atmos Energy Information  presented 
VI. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION by Felix Martinez, seconded by Charles Cate, to adjourn

With all members voting AYE, the Motion carried

There being no further business the meeting of September 14, 2009 was adjourned
_____________________________                          _____________________________

Mayor Lester Bownds                                                 City Administrator Jim Lively
