Open Doors
February 2010 
As most of you read this I will be slaving away in the miserable climate of Corpus Christi, keeping up my certification and meeting with the Texas Water Utilities Association Board of Directors. I hope that everyone made it thru the Christmas and New Year’s holidays in one piece. With the big snow on Christmas Eve, I know that it made it hard to get around, but I have always been told that dealing with the weather is just part of life in West Texas.
I feel almost like a caged animal. There are so many things that we need to do and with the wet weather we can’t get started on any of them. I am not complaining about the moisture, I know that the farmers love the moisture that we are getting right now and that it will make things that much better come springtime. 
One of the problems associated with this much wet weather is the condition of the streets. We realize they are bad and that some of you are having trouble getting to and from your houses. When the weather is as wet as it has been for as long as it has been there is not a lot that can be done to straighten up a dirt street and even the paved streets begin to crumble. We have pot holes in the pavement and as long as they are wet and have water in them nothing that we do will help them. Any material that we put in them while they are wet will just work out the first time a vehicle crosses them. Likewise, the dirt streets have to be drier in order to fill the ruts and get it to stay in place. Please be patient with us and remember that we,  and the other utilities, fight the same mud and potholes as we work to keep things up and running for you. 
 The City Council has authorized the demolition of several old dilapidated houses around town and as soon as the weather straightens out we will begin the process of cleaning up these lots.  The Dump Truck that was purchased with the Solid Waste Grant in 2009 will come in very handy when we begin this project. All of the material from these old houses will need to go to the landfill and we will give the new truck a workout. This will be good practice for our employees. The city of Lorenzo has been awarded another HOME Grant and we will begin the process of qualifying people for the 5 new houses that are to be built in Lorenzo. As soon as more information is available to us we will make it available to you. As with any Government Agency, it takes time. 
The City has also awarded a contract to Cornerstone Construction from Wolforth, Texas to put in the water lines with the TxCDBG Funds that were awarded to the City in the fall of 2009. Cornerstone crews will begin work on this project in the near future and will work through part of the summer getting these new water lines installed. These water lines will replace some old 2 inch and smaller lines in areas of town and will give the residents in these areas better pressure and volume. The lines will also loop the system and help with pressure problems in other areas of Lorenzo. 
The Police Department is in the process of updating the equipment that they have with the addition of laptop computers in the patrol vehicles. This will enable them to obtain license and registration information a lot faster that having to do it over the radio and will allow them to also check warrant information on any vehicle that is unfamiliar to them. The upgrade and purchase of this equipment is also being done with Grant funds from the Governors Division of Criminal Justice. 
Thanks to a generous donation by the estate of Alvin Morrison, the City of Lorenzo has a location available and designated for the use of Aerocare as a landing site. I have spoken to representatives of Aerocare and they love the idea of having a designated site in Lorenzo that they can land and pick up a patient. When the helicopter lands in Lorenzo they are most likely meeting an ambulance coming in from the East or Northeast. This new site will be a lot safer for the incoming ambulance crews and our local EMS and Fire personnel.  On a serious note, We are still having trouble getting enough personnel to staff our ambulance. There have been several calls that have had to wait until an ambulance could come from Crosbyton because we don’t have the people in Lorenzo to operate the ambulance according to State requirements. I just found out that there will be an EMT class in Crosbyton starting soon, If you are interested in helping please contact the City Offices. 
Another update that is going to happen in the near future will take place at the City offices and the Community Center. The City has received an Energy Conservation Grant from the State Energy Office. The money from this grant will enable the City to upgrade the lighting in both buildings, replace the thermostats in the buildings with programmable thermostats, and install Solar panels on the roof of the City Offices to help with the Electric Bill and lower costs for energy. 
I am sure that most of you saw the work that was being done to the water well in Memorial park before Christmas. That well had stopped producing and the work that we have done is in an effort to get more water out of the existing well and save the cost of drilling a new well. We still have some work to do on this well and again we are waiting on the weather to clear up so that we can get it done.  
As you can see it is going to be a busy year for the staff of the City of Lorenzo. 
As we go into the spring season our thoughts go to planting flowers and vegetables and I would like to remind everyone that the City has wood chips available to use as mulch in and around flower beds and garden spots. There is a large pile on the west end of 6th street and another pile is located at the recycle center at 6th and Van Buren. Mulch is a good way to help hold the moisture in the ground and cut back on the amount of water it takes to grow your plants. This mulch is free for the taking and if you catch one of the maintenance staff we will even help load it for you. 
If you have any comments or concerns please feel free to call or come by the office and let us know. Remember, THE DOOR IS ALWAYS OPEN. 

